
Apprentice Program Contacts 
PROGRAM CONTACT[S] TITLE PHONE 

Jacksonville Mike Beville Coordinator/Instructor 904-727-3997 

Gainesville Jerry Painter Coordinator 352-378-7511 

Orlando Mary Jane Mueller Coordinator 321-286-6560 

Orlando John Lear Lead Instructor 407-891-8052 

Avon Park Carl Edgemon Instructor 863-494-3727 

Tampa/MCAF Tiffany Sutherland Coordinator 813- 967-5899 

Tampa/MCAF Dennis Hall  Instructor 727-856-8316 

Port St. Lucie Ty Piehl Instructor 772-216-2828 

Manasota Ted Podgis  Coordinator/Instructor 941-355-6393 

Fort Lauderdale & West 
Palm Beach 

MAF Southeast  
Chapter 

Apprentice Chairman 954-782-8430 

Naples & Fort Myers Bill Smith Coordinator/Instructor 239-514-4216 

Tallahassee Al Herndon  Coordinator 904-838-6531 

Tallahassee John Darley  Instructor 850-566-1613 

Panama City Melvin Dawson  Instructor 850-763-0846 

Pensacola Larry Penton  Coordinator 850-983-5700  

Pensacola Tim Wilkerson  Instructor 850-479-1400 

Miami Peter Duffy Instructor 305-282-3268 

Additional Apprentice Program Information can be found on our website! 
www.masonryeducation.org 

Miami Tom Mendez Coordinator 954-448-6536 



Brick & Block Masonry Apprentice Program 

Online: www.masonryeducation.org 

Masons learn their trade through on-the- 
job training and classroom and masonry 
lab work as part of a state certified ap-
prentice program.  Masons must com-
plete the three year apprentice program, 
with classes held once a week starting  
mid-August and ending in mid-May. 

Apprentices are expected to continue 
their employment during the program 
and are required to keep a record of 
their on-the-job (OJT) training that must 
be submitted to their instructor to be-
come part of their permanent record.     

As your work  experience expands, your 
salary will be reviewed every six  months 
by your employer and instructor.  With a 
good attendance record and command 
of necessary skills, apprentices can en-
joy increases in 
salary. 
 
 
 
 
 

When & Where 
Are Classes Held? 
Classes are held 
statewide at various 
community colleges 
and high schools.  
Classes are gener-
ally held one evening a week for four 
hours and occasionally on Saturdays.  
For additional information, please see 
the contact list on the back of this bro-
chure or v is i t  our websi te: 
www.masonryeducation.org  
 
What Do I Need to Do to Sign-Up? 
All apprentices must be 18 years of age, 
must apply in person and bring the fol-
lowing documentation: Valid Driver’s Li-
cense, Social Security Number or Card, 
and if applicable, documentation of US 
Citizenship or Legal Resident Alien with 
work permit. 
 
As an apprentice in our program you will 
learn to do the job right the first time by a 
qualified instructor.  You are taught job 
safety and how to develop good work 
and life skills.  As an apprentice in train-
ing, you will learn the trade faster and 
safer and have a better chance to ad-
vance as a foreman or supervisor based 
on your skill level. 
 

Mason contractors have been facing a 
shortage of skilled masons.  With the 
skills you learn in the three year program 
you will have a career for life and can 
take your experience anywhere in the 
world for employment.   
 
Classroom training will teach you about 
tools, materials, job safety, layout for 
block and brick and blue print reading. 
 
Tools to be purchased by the apprentice 
are minimal, and include a trowel, 4-foot 
level , brick hammer and measuring 
tape.  Apprentices who cannot purchase 
these items will be accommodated on a 
per case basis.   If you are having a 
problem with the 
purchase of your 
tools, please 
speak to your in-
structor. 
 
H o w  M u c h 
Money Can I 
Make as a Mason? 
As a Brick/Block Mason you can expect 
to make $20.60 per hour or $42,850 per 
year. As an Estimator or Foreman, you 
will make around $52,900 per year and 
as a Project Manager, you can make up 
to $76,000 per year!* 

What Classes Will I Take? 
The following is a sample of 
the classes required to take to graduate:  
 
Masonry Apprenticeship – Year 1 

• Safety 
• Tools 
• Use of equipment in class and 

on jobsite 
• Set-up, spreading mortar,  

masonry units & clean-up  
 
Masonry Apprenticeship – Year 2 

• Layout of masonry units, brick 
and block 

• Beginners estimating – calcu-
lating masonry units per job 

• Building brick and block walls 
and projects 

 
Masonry Apprenticeship – Year 3 

• Blueprint reading 
• Complete job estimating 
• Brick arches, window sills 
• Glass block, stone and other 

masonry materials 
 
Additionally, every apprentice is eligible 
to demonstrate their skills and compete 
in the Masonry Association of Florida, 
Inc. State and National Apprentice  
Competitions!   

 
 

What Can I Expect as an  
Apprentice? 

* Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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